








- 
RURCGANORY 
TT 
















































SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IIl. 


Che Holy Ghost Prayer Book 


A complete, practical prayer book in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 400 pages of beautiful 
prayers and devotions, with a treatise on the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the sanctification 
of souls. Several illustrations. Clear type. 
Attractive covers wtih embossed design. An 
ideal gift for graduation, ordination, religious 
profession, weddings and birthdays. 

Prices: Black or maroon, flexible covers, red under | 
gold edges, 95¢; imitation leather, red under gold edges, | 
$1.80; genuine Morocco leather, red or gold edges, 
$2.40; genuine Morocco, deluxe, $3.60. 

Benedictine Convent cf Perpetual Adoration | 
Clyde, Missouri 














Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 








month, and under her gracious 

patronage, TABERNACLE & 
PURGATORY commences a new twelve- 
month circuit of the journey on which it 
first set out in May, 1904. For the 41st 
year it goes forth in the name of our 
Eucharistic King on its mission of in- 
structing and sanctifying souls. It is 
with a prayer to the Blessed Trinity, the 
Source of all Life, Light and Love, that 
we ‘dedicate this new volume of Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory, begging that with 
the Divine assistance and blessing, it 
may go forth into the world for God’s greater glory. 

“Do Thou, O Triune God, bless each word written for Thy 
greater glory, that it may speak of Thee and of the things that 
pertain to Thee, that it may make Thee more loved and bring 
countless souls to Thee. Bless this humble messenger of the 
Blessed Sacrament so that where there are souls who need light, 
it may enlighten them; where there are souls who need strength, 
it may fortify them; where there are souls who need joy, it may 
console them and bring them sunshine and peace; where there 
are souls who need. guidance, it may be their counselor; where 
there are souls who suffer, it may encourage and aid them; where 
there are souls in sin, it may lead them to Thee, the Good Shep- 
herd and Lover of souls; and where there are souls who aspire to 
holiness, it may inspire and guide them to an ever more intimate 
union with Thee. 

“Bless each page that it may ever be worthy of its sacred mis- 
sion. Grant that by an ever-increasing circulation, this work may 
exercise an ever-widening influence and so accomplish the greatest 
possible good for the greatest possible number of souls. Bless it 
so that it may ever deserve the wholehearted support of its gener- 
ous friends of the past. Bless it so that those zealous souls who 
strive to bring others to Thee will find it an instrument of good in 
their hands. And may the plenitude of Thy Divine blessing rest 
upon all its readers and upon all who by their prayers and mater- 
ial aid help to further its apostolate!” 


For each Subscription sent during the month of May, new or 
renewal, the sender may select as a premium any one of the ten- 
cent booklets advertised in this issue, or a packet of attractive 
bookmarks with encouraging thoughts and verses, or a Scheyern 
Cross, a precious metal cross touched to a relic of the True Cross. 


MN ITH our Blessed Mother’s 
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O Mother of Beautiful Love, most blessed Virgin, 
my Advocate, my Mother, my Hope alter Jesus, who 
art of all creatures the most loving towards God, and 
desirest nothing but that He should be loved by all, pray 
for me and obtain for me the grace to love Him always 
and with all my heart! — St. Alphonsus Liguori. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 41 May, 1945 No. 1 


yf Mother of Beautiful Bt 


Roence Some 


AY and Mary! How beautiful these names, so similar in 
form, linked in Catholic minds and hearts as closely as 
the sunshine and flowers are linked with the thought of 
spring! May each day of this lovely month of Our Lady 
find us growing in love for her even as the buds and blos- 
soms develop under the sun’s warm rays, and may this growth of love 

continue each day, ripening into a rich harvest of golden fruits as life’s 

shadows lengthen and the autumn of our days arrives. 

Though the entire month is devoted to Mary as Queen of May, 
Catholic piety honors her also under various titles during the month. 
Among the most beautiful and significant of these is the title of Mother 
of Beautiful Love under which she is honored on the last day of May. 
Yes, Mary is truly the Mother of Beautiful Love, for she is the Mother 
of Him who is Love Incarnate and the Spouse of the Spirit of Divine 
Love. No other human being ever loved God as did Mary, nor ever 
will, for even here on earth her love surpassed the combined love of 
all angels and saints. In Mary the first and greatest commandment of 
God has found its most perfect fulfilment: “Thou shalt love the Lord 
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thy God with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul and with thy 
whole strength” (Deut. vi. 5), as also the second great commandment 
of love, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt. xix. 19). 


Mary Loved God with Her Whole Heart 


The amiable heart of Mary, created by God in His purest creature, 
is an inexhaustible fountain of goodness, meekness, mercy and love. 
It is the image of the adorable Heart of Jesus, and like that Divine 
Heart (though in an infinitely less degree), it is the sanctuary of 
Divine Love and the model of every virtue. In this most pure heart 
there was never any inclination, any emotion, any impulse, that was 
not directed to God, the highest Good. From the moment of its first 
pulsation, the Holy Spirit took full possession of Mary’s heart and 
inflamed it with an ardor of love that surpassed the love of the highest 
angelic spirits; and this love grew in intensity at every moment of her 
earthly life. 

“The love of God had so deeply wounded and penetrated the heart 
of Mary,” says her devoted lover, St. Bernard, “that there was nothing 
left in it that was not filled with love. God inflamed no other heart 
with His love so much as that of the Blessed Virgin. For as she was 
free from all attachment to earthly things, so she was most susceptible 
to the flames of this blessed fire.” 

Because of her perfect love, Mary, even during her earthly life, 
gave greater glory to the Triune God by the least emotion of her heart 
than did all other creatures by the most heroic actions, and was loved 
by God in return with a love surpassing that which He bestowed on all 
other creatures. Rightly then does the Church place upon Mary’s lips 
the words of Holy Wisdom: “I am the Mother of fair love, and of 
fear, and of knowledge and of holy hope” (Eccles. xxiv. 24). 


Mary Loved God with Her Whole Soul 


All the faculties of Mary’s most holy soul — memory, understanding 
and will — were centered wholly upon God, the supreme Good. As she 
loved nothing out of God, so her thoughts were occupied solely with 
Him. She meditated upon His infinite majesty, His omnipotent power, 
His unspeakable mercy and all His Divine attributes. She treasured 
in her memory the words of God and pondered over them. In that 
purest sanctuary, no unholy thought, no vain, or selfish image, was 
ever allowed to dwell. 

Her intellect, too, was wholly filled with God and entirely submis- 
sive to Him. Her only thought was how to glorify God, to please Him, 
to extend His kingdom and to do His holy will. With a clearness 
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surpassing that of the highest angels in heaven, she comprehended the 
infinite majesty, goodness and beauty of God, and submitting herself 
to Him in an ecstasy of love, she accepted without the slightest doubt 
or hesitation all the truths and mysteries which He revealed. 

Mary’s will, likewise, was entirely actuated and penetrated by the 
love of God. She willed only what God willed and because He willed 
it. In all the trials of her life, which were greater and more numerous 
than those of other beings save those of her Divine Son, she preserved 
perfect and undisturbed peace of heart by her utter conformity to God’s 
holy will, even in the bitter Passion and Death of Jesus. “Father, not 
what I will but what Thou wilt” (Mark xiv. 36) was the unceasing 
prayer of her heart as it was that of the Heart of Jesus. 


Mary Loved God with All Her Strength 


Mary loved God with all the powers of her soul and body. She 
employed all her strength in loving God and loving Him as perfectly 
as possible. No labor was too great, no effort too fatiguing, when there 
was question of promoting God’s honor and glory. Like her Divine 
Son, she labored with her hands for the welfare of the Holy Family, 
but the ultimate object of all her labors was the love and service of 
God. 

Yet, great and unfathomable as was her love for God, Mary longed 
to love Him with an ever greater intensity. And the Holy Spirit, the 
Giver of love, who pours forth the charity of God into hearts (Rom. v. 
5), looked with infinite pleasure upon the loving heart of His immacu- 
late Spouse and poured into it such abundant streams of grace that 
she, as the Mother of grace and love, can enrich all mankind with this 
heavenly gift. 


Mary Loves Us Also with a Surpassing Love 


But the heart of Mary beats also with an intense love for us, her 
children. During her mortal life she felt most deeply for the miseries 
and sufferings of humanity. For us she sacrificed her most dear Son 
amid the greatest torments. For us her immaculate heart was pierced 
with a sevenfold sword of grief; and for us her maternal heart now 
beats wth tenderest love in heaven, and longs to draw all souls to God, 
that they may share in her everlasting bliss. 


She Asks a Special Veneration of Her Immaculate Heart 


Yet, like the Heart of Jesus, whose love and goodness are so often 
requited by injuries and ingratitude, the heart of Mary is also wounded 
and saddened by the coldness, indifference and ingratitude of countless 
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souls. Appearing to three little shepherd children at Fatima in Portu- 
gal in 1917, the Mother of God showed to them her Immaculate Heart 
surrounded by thorns which pierced it on every side. These thorns, 
she told them, symbolized the wounds inflicted by ungrateful hearts, 
and she requested the children to offer prayers and sacrifices in repara- 
tion for these injuries. To the eldest of the three children, Lucia dos 
Santos, the only one of the trio still living, and who is now a religious 
of the Congregation of St. Dorothy, she confided in particular the 
mission of spreading devotion to her Immaculate Heart. Since 1942, 
when our present Holy Father consecrated the world to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, this devotion has been gaining momentum in many 
parts of Christendom, and several countries, many dioceses, religious 
communities, parishes, societies and individuals have likewise conse- 
crated themselves to the Immaculate Heart. Yet these represent but a 
smal] portion of the human race, and the desires of Our Lady are still 
far from being satisfied. 

Wrung with anguish at the sight of the widespread misery and 
desolation inflicted upon so many of his children by the present deso- 
lating war, Pope Pius XII addressed to the Mother of God an appeal 
so urgent, so touching and so full of confidence, that the Heart of 
Mary must surely have been moved by it to bring help to the ship- 
wrecked world.” Yet, if the people and the nations of the world do 
not re-echo this appeal, the hands of Mary will be bound and she will 
not be able to dispense the graces which she longs to pour from her 
Immaculate Heart. Before we can obtain from our Blessed Mother 
that peace which she has promised on condition that due homage be 
paid her Immaculate Heart, we must respond fully to her plea and to 
the conditions which she has imposed for the fulfilment of her promises. 

Let us pray, then, for the accomplishment of her desires, which are 
not only those of the Blessed Virgin herself, but of God the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. It is God who wishes the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary to reign, and as He can refuse nothing to Mary, so through 
Mary He will bestow upon the world, thus consecrated to her, the 
pardon of its crimes and the return of order and peace. Following the 
impulse of her well-nigh infinite love for het children, the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary will be touched by this loving homage and will obtain 
by her powerful intercession that God’s just anger will be appeased and 
the powers of hell destroyed, so that peace and harmony and true 
fraternity in justice may again be restored to the world. For Mary 





*Leaflets containing the full text of his Act of Consecration may be 
procured from the Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 
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herself said to the little shepherds at Fatima, “When my Immaculate 
Heart triumphs, the world will have peace.” 

It was on the 13th of May, 1917, that Mary first appeared at 
Fatima, and her apparitions were continued for six successive months, 
always on the same date, except on one occasion when obstacles were 
placed in the way of the little shepherds by antagonistic civil authori- 
ties. This year the 13th of May falls on a Sunday. Significantly, this 
day is also the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. Would 
it not give Our Blessed Mother unspeakable joy if all who read these 
lines would assist at Holy Mass and offer Holy Communion in her 
honor on that day, and consecrate themselves to her Immaculate Heart? 
Surely this would be a most acceptable act of reparation to the heart 
of Mary and a powerful means of impelling her to hasten the hour of 
peace for which we all long so vehemently. 

Torn by hatred, strife and rebellion, the world seems headed for 
destruction, unless God arrests its downward course. Hatred is 
nourished and fomented by error, hypocrisy and lies. Humanity will 
be regenerated only when the minds of men return to Eternal Truth 
and their hearts to Eternal Love. And who can better bring about this 
regeneration than she who is the Spouse of the Spirit of Truth and the 
Mother of Beautiful Love? God has placed in the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary all His gifts for mankind. He wishes her to reign over all 
peoples, over the entire world. The enemies of God are making frantic 
efforts to frustrate these designs. It is for each one of us individually 
to do all in our power to hasten the reign of Mary, so that through 
her we may hasten the reign of the Heart of Christ. 


Means of Practicing Devotion to the Immaculate Heart 


1, Consecrate yourself and your family to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. 

2. Place an image of Mary in a place of honor in your 
home, reverence it and recite your family prayers before it. 

3. Practice the devotion of the First Saturdays by receiving 
Holy Communion in reparation, and meditating on the 
Rosary, as Our Lady expressly requested at Fatima. 

4. Recite the Rosary every day, and often invoke the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary. 


NOTE: A full and interesting account of the apparitions of Mary 
at Fatima, with an explanation of the devotion of the Five First Satur- 
days and suitable Act of Consecration, together with the Holy Father’s 
touching Act of Consecration, is given in our booklet: Our Lady of 
Fatima, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary. Each 10¢ 
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“I Go to the Father”’ 
apo 

N HIS touching farewell discourse at the Last Supper, 
i) Jesus said to His disciples: “A little while and you 
7 shall see Me no longer; and again a little while and you 
shall see Me, because / go to the Father” (John xvi. 
16). In these few words, Jesus reveals to us the spirit, the grand 
central idea of His entire life and activity on earth. “I go to the 
Father” — that was the goal, the glorious end which He kept ever before 
His eyes, from Bethlehem to Golgotha, the goal which He reached in 
triumph on the wonderful day of His ascension. 

Amid the trials and cares, the joys and sorrows of life, we too 
should make our own this motto of Our Lord’s. Upon this thought we 
should build the entire structure of our spiritual life. There may be 
hours when darkness of spirit weighs upon us, when everything seems 
useless and hopeless, when even the matter of our salvation seems to 
hang in the balance. Let us repeat, then, with our Divine Master, in 
strength of soul: “I go to the Father.” This invigorating thought will 
dispel all anxious cares and all difficulties. Hope will spring anew at 
the thought that all our troubles will one day have disappeared when 
we are happily at home “with the Father.” 

All the virtues which our Savior practiced were the effect of this 
constant direction of His Soul toward His Father. The Christian, as 
another Christ, should be united with Jesus in that Divine impulse which 
drew Him ever toward His Father. Then, like Jesus, all his activities, 
thoughts, words and actions will be animated by that one overpowering 
principle: “I go to the Father.” 

But let us exercise ourselves in faith and hope and prayer, never 
forgetting this one truth, that our pilgrimage to the Father, like that 
of Jesus, our Model, leads over Mount Olivet and Golgotha. If our 
path in life becomes a way of suffering, let us not grow fainthearted, 
for it is the loving hand of our Savior which presses the chalice to our 
lips. With Him we must say: “Shall I not drink the cup that the 
Father has given Me?” (John xviii. 11.) As St. Francis de Sales 
says, “A heart that loves Jesus Crucified loves also His sufferings, His 
humiliations, His Death, and when it has something of this to bear, 
it rejoices and embraces it with love.” 

Then, after having followed Him on the way of the Cross here 
below, may our Divine Savior grant us the grace, at the hour of 
our death, to utter these words with our blanched lips as the last and 
greatest consolation of our earthly lives: “I go to the Father!” 
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Come, Moly Spirit! 


asthe 
AY God fill you with the graces of His Holy Spirit! I beg 
Our Lord to give you a special assistance in His Holy Spirit, 
that you may serve Him in heart and mind according to His 
good pleasure. I wish you that gracious wind which comes from the 





. south, from Divine Love, that Holy Spirit which gives us the grace of 


aspiring after Him and of breathing for Him!” This wish of St. 
Francis de Sales for his spiritual daughter, St. Jane Frances de Chantal, 
is also our wish for our dear readers. But in order that this wish may 
be fulfilled in your regard, it is necessary that you long for the Holy 
Spirit and invite Him to come into your heart. For this Divine Guest 
is extremely reticent (if we may so speak), and will not intrude Himself 
upon any soul. He wishes first to be invited, and to those who so in- 
vite Him and prepare the way for Him, He comes with the fulness of 
His gifts and of His love. 

There is no time of the year when we may not effectively in- 
voke the Holy Spirit and beg Him to take up His abode in our soul 
and abide there continually as our most loving Guest. Yet there is 
one time in particular when we ought to do so, and when our prayers 
will have a special efficacy, and that is during the nine days preceding 
the Feast of Pentecost. Like the Apostles and disciples of Christ, who 





: 
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were “persevering with one mind in prayer with Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus and the holy women,” awaiting the coming of the Paraclete, we 
too should make these nine days a time of special prayer and invoca- 
tion. to the Holy Spirit. For His coming upon the Church and in- 
dividual souls on Pentecost Sunday is not merely a historical event 
which we commemorate on that day, but it is something that becomes a 
present reality on each succeeding Pentecost in the hearts of those who 
love Him and prepare for His coming. 

Whenever we pray the Nicene Creed, we profess that we “believe 
in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son, who, together with the Father and the Son, is 
adored and glorified.” Yet, where is the expression of our hope in the 
omnipotent and omnipresent Spirit of God? How often do we ask 
Him personally and directly for help in our needs, though He comes 
to us from the Father and the Son for the very purpose of bestowing His 
gifts and graces upon us? And where, alas, are there to be found 
hearts on fire, hearts burning with the love of the Holy Spirit as were 
the hearts of Mary and the disciples gathered with her in the Cenacle? 

We all have our favorite saints to whom we address our petitions; 
we invoke the Sacred Heart and our Blessed Mother in our many needs. 
And certainly it is well and praiseworthy that we do so. But when 
shall we learn to have recourse to the Holy Spirit, who is sent to sanc- 
tify us, to enlighten us, to inflame our hearts with such love as will 
impel us henceforth to imitate our Divine Savior more and more in 
His perfect conformity to the will of God and in all His sublime vir- 
tues? When shall we learn to betake ourselves to the Holy Spirit for 
consolation in our trials, — to Him who is the Master of all consolers, 
invoked by the Church in the beautiful Sequence of Pentecost as “Con- 
solator optime — the Best of all Consolers’? When shall we learn to 
consult in our difficulties Him who is Divine Light itself, and whom the 
Church invokes in that same Sequence as “Lux beatissima—O most 
blessed Light Divine, Shine within these hearts of Thine, And our 
inmost being fill.” 

On the first Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles 
to assist them in their great mission of proclaiming the Gospel tidings 
to the world. We, too, have been entrusted with a sublime mission, 
that of saving our own soul and assisting in the salvation of others. 
We, too, have need of the Holy Spirit for the accomplishment of this 
great work of life. True to the promise of our Divine Savior, the Holy 
Spirit abides with the Church for all time, and with every soul in the 
state of grace. We ought, therefore, to prepare to celebrate Pentecost 
in as fervent a manner as possible, knowing that the Holy Spirit comes 
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to us both for our own personal sanctification and to make us co- 
operators in His work of sanctifying other souls. 

We co-operate in the work of our own sanctification when we are 
faithful to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit, live in accordance with 
the teachings of Christ and make use of the means of salvation which 
He places at our disposal. We co-operate in the work of saving others 
when, by word and deed, by prayer, and especially by good example, 
we engage in the apostolic work of bringing the beauties of our holy 
Catholic Faith to the knowledge of unbelievers and increase the love 
of God in those who already believe. To carry on this twofold work 
successfully, we need the help of the Holy Spirit. 

In the Introit of the Mass for Pentecost we pray: “Let God arise, 
and let His enemies be scattered; and let them that hate Him flee from 
before His face.” God’s enemies are also our enemies, for in as far 
as the world, the flesh and the devil war against our souls and deter 
us from showing God the obedience and the honor which we owe 
Him, they at the same time hinder our progress toward our one true 
goal, which is eternal happiness, eternal union with God. To fight 
these enemies we need the help of the Holy Spirit. This petition has 
also a special significance at the present time, when God’s enemies are 
persecuting His Church in so many places, both secretly and openly, 
and putting to death thousands of His priests, religious and faithful. 
To overcome these enemies also, we ought most fervently and confidently 
to invoke the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

Furthermore, we ought to pray with special devotion to the Holy 
Spirit in these critical times to ask Him to enlighten the minds of 
the rulers of nations and to touch their hearts with His grace, particular- 
ly now while peace terms are being formulated and methods of post- 
war recovery are being mapped out. If men would listen to the Holy 
Spirit (who has spoken so often through His living voice, the Vicar 
of Christ), peace would soon come to the world; or rather, the world 
would always remain at peace, because hatred and war and strife 
would cease. The world cannot bring peace, for true peace is a gift of 
God. 

The Blessed Angelus of Acri, a Capuchin Friar, in his prayers to 
the Holy Spirit, would often exclaim: “O Divine Spirit! My God, 
Source of all light, enlighten the darkness of my mind, grant me an 
entire faith, a sure hope and a perfect charity, so that I may do always 
Thy most holy and adorable will. Grant me grace to love Thee with 
all my heart.” We would do well to make our own this short but 
very perfect prayer, which contains so much in its few words. If 
offered with a sincere and contrite heart, it cannot but obtain for us 
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many and great graces from the Holy Spirit. 

Temporal gifts may also be implored from the Holy Spirit, and 
He will assuredly grant them if they are implored with the proper 
dispositions and He sees them to be conducive to our true welfare. 
Yet, in doing so, we should always be submissive to His Divine will, and 
not seek to force Him to do ours. Too often we pray, and at times 
with great fervor, for a certain favor, but are not sincere in our wish 
that God’s will be done, hoping rather that God will do our will. 
We set our heart upon a certain temporal favor and are annoyed, yes, 
even angered, if it is not granted. We pray for a certain virtue, and 
at the same time neglect the means which God gives us to attain it, 
and then feel irked or ashamed when our prayer is not answered. If 
our faith is as it should be, we will leave all confidently in the hands 
of the Divine Paraclete, knowing that if He does not grant our prayer 
it is for our own good and that He will grant something much better 
instead. 

If only the Holy Ghost were better known and more honored 
amongst the faithful, how much more grace would the Church and in- 
dividual souls receive. He is indeed the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of 
Charity. And as the principal obstacles to unity of faith are the 
dissolute wandering of the mind, because of attachment to personal 
opinions, and the dissolute wandering of the heart after its own instincts, 
with a resultant refusal to submit to authority, so devotion to the Holy 
Spirit, well understood and practiced, necessarily leads us to the truth 
which sets us free, to humility which shows us our proper place, and to 
that charity which by a gentle and strong bond infallibly gives us unity. 

Yes, let us have a great devotion to the Holy Spirit, a special 
devotion. The cause of all the evils afflicting society at the present 
time is the want of union amongst minds and hearts; for Truth is 
feared, and Charity and Obedience lay a too heavy yoke on men’s 
passions. That day on which men shall accept the teachings of the 
Church and shall submit to her laws, unity will come of itself, because 
every serious cause, of division will have disappeared, and the Spirit 
of Love and Truth, being known and adored, will give us as a reward 
for this submission the precious treasures of unity and peace. 





Spiritual Vitamin for May 
a at oe 
O Holy Trinity, one God, grant that my heart may fear Thee, love 


Thee and be conformed unto Thee in all things, for Thou art my soul’s 
one true Love! 
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Wovena for Pentecost 
May 11 — 19 

ae 
Sone the day after the Ascension and ending on 
the Vigil of Pentecost, a solemn Novena to the Holy 
Spirit will be offered in each of our Bucharistic Sanctuaries. 
We shall include in this Novena the intentions of all those who 
recommend themselves to our prayers and who wish to partici- 
pate in the novena. This will be our principal novena of the 
year, and we invite all our dear readers to take an active part 
by uniting their prayers with ours, and endeavoring, if possible, 
to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion in honor 
of the Holy Spirit on each day of the Novena. Any form of 
prayer may be used. The Sequence of the Mass, “Holy Spirit, 
Lord of Light,’ found in the Missal and in nearly every prayer 

book, would be very appropriate.* 
A public novena to the Holy Spirit is offered in many 


‘parish churches previous to Pentecost. The Holy Father grants 


an indulgence of 10 years on each day of the Novena, and a 
plenary indulgence once under the usual conditions of confes- 
sion, Communion and prayers for the Holy Father’s intention, 
to those who take part in these exercises at least five times. 
Those who make a private novena in honor of the Holy Spirit, 
either before Pentecost or at any other time of the year, may 
gain an indulgence of 7 years on each day of the novena, and a 
plenary indulgence under the above-mentioned conditions, at 
the close of the novena. But if a public novena is held, this 
indulgence may be gained only by those who are lawfully 
hindered from taking part in the same. 


*Leafiets with this prayer may be obtained from our Convent. 











Petitions to the Holy Spirit 
for the Pentecost Novena 


(Petitions may be sent to us to be placed near the Altar of Exposition 
during the Novena, if desired.) 











ohn The Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Especially .................2-2...2..----.--s-se-eeseeeeee 
feted Our Holy Father ..... Peace of Mind 

128 Triumph of the Church ...... Patience in Trials 

oe World Peace ..... Happy Marriage 

roe Guidance of Civil Rulers ...... Correction of Marriage 

<xs Help for War Sufferers .....- Health 

‘ace More Religious Vocations ...... Successful Operation 

Sac Conversion ...... Recovery from Sickness 
See, Negligent Catholics ...... Employment 

pe Temperance ...... Better Position 

nd Overcoming Temptations ...... Payment of Debts 

ae Resignation to Will of God .....- Justice in Court 

<igods Virtuous Life .....- Sale of Property 

..... Priests and Religious in exile _ -...... Rental of House or Apt. 
hon Light in Choice of Vocation ..... Pension 

okt Blessing on Family ...... Success in Studies 

at Peace in Family ..... Success in Examinations 
deals Reconciliation ...... Thanksgiving 

hin Army Chaplains ...... Happy Death 

ate Men and Women in Service ...... Help in Difficulties 
nn SSN 5 AIDED CLITA TO ALOIS La, WIE H 
A eRe ARERR IE SIP SSA: na CARRERE SRS SORA ONAL AS oe. 6 E 
TNO ih pit ional EDA inc ingei daa dimetcbidanibicwictnneaesbitiltinipentetinnties 
ON OOS US Te eit BER MRR tal Tanence 6 Or RE Ra oa: SoA ch RS eR RS EO IRE 


Address Petitions to:— 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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om Feast of the Most Holy Crinity 


ototote 


closes the Paschal season. The feast of the Most Holy’ 
g, Trinity, which honors the greatest of all the supernatural 
mysteries of our holy Faith, is a fitting climax to the 

* glorious feasts of the Resurrection of Our Lord and of 
the Descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles. On this day the 
Church, by a special Mass and Office, pays a most glowing honor to 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. In words of 
sublime praise the mystery of the Triune God is put before us for 
contemplation, though not for a complete understanding of it, because 
it is not given to the human mind to understand God. 

God is infinite. His being and works are above the finite mind and 
understanding of man. But we can know with absolute certitude the 
existence of the Trinity because God Himself has revealed that in Him 
there are three Divine Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, each equal to and yet distinct from the other. How this can 
be, we do not understand — but we know that these three Persons sub- 
sist individually and distinctly in one identical Divine Nature. The 
Trinity is a theological mystery, that is, a Divine truth which we can 
recognize but cannot fully comprehend nor explain, but which we ac- 
cept because it comes to us on the infallible authority of God Himself. 
Nor is there any reason why we should hesitate to profess our belief 
in this Divine truth. We readily accept truths and natural mysteries 
with which we come in constant contact in our daily lives, as, for 
example, the mystery of electricity, which is of such prime importance 
in our lives, or the mysterious forces that cause the grains of wheat 
planted in the ground to spring up and produce the green blades which 
ripen into waving fields of gold. 

We find many analogies in nature which may serve to make it 
easier to accept the mystery of the Blessed Trinity. A consideration 
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of light and heat proceeding from fire, and both existing from the 
very moment that fire exists, will help to strengthen our faith in the 
revealed truth that the Son is begotten of the Father, and the Holy 
Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son, and yet the Son and the 
Holy Ghost are eternal, as is the Father from Whom They come, while 
the Three Uncreated Persons are at the same time one God — one Being, 
one Substance. The image of the Holy Trinity shines forth beautifully 
also in the soul of man. For, like the angelic spirits, the rational soul 
has three most excellent natural powers: the memory, the intellect and 
the will. But just as the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are one 
God, or one Divine Substance, so these three superior and spiritual 
powers are one mind, or one essence of the soul. Likewise, the three 
_ eternal and inseparable Persons of the Divine Nature operate insepar- 

ably, just as do the three powers of the soul. Although to the Father 
is attributed Power, and to the Son, Wisdom, and to the Holy Ghost, 
Goodness, yet the Power, Wisdom and Goodness of the Three Persons 
is one and the same. 

To accept with simple faith and humility the mystery of the Blessed 
Trinity is more befitting a child of God than to seek with the reason 
and intellect to comprehend what even the specially enlightened St. 
Paul in the Epistle for this feast calls incomprehensible and unsearch- 
able. God has bestowed on us the faculty of intellect to know Him, 
of memory to remember Him and of will to choose and love and enjoy 
Him. Let us then use these powers of our soul to find Him in the 
world about us and in the creatures whom He has fashioned, who 
speak so eloquently of Him. Let us lovingly contemplate His magni- 
ficence, His power, His wisdom, His beauty and perfection in the uni- 
verse. The sun by day, the stars by night, the earth, the sea, life and 
motion, light, joy, all the beauties of nature, are His witnesses. “The 
heavens show forth the glory of God, and the firmament declareth the 
work of His hands,” the Royal Psalmist confesses (Ps. xviii. 2). The 
birds sing of His loving kindness. The tiniest flower of the field, more 
gorgeously arrayed than Solomon in all his glory, tells of the tender 
Providence of the Father in heaven. 

In listening and being attentive to these millions of voices of 
nature, our knowledge and love of the good God will grow in depth 
and intetisity, for even “the pagan philosophers were able to arrive at 
a knowledge of the Creator, the Artificer and Maker of all things, by 
means of created things. Can we, then, who are enlightened by Divine 
revelation, fail to see in this visible world the work of God’s hands? 
Can we be blind to the Beauty of Him who formed things so beautifully, 
or neglect to comprehend the Greatness of Him who created things so 
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great, or lack confidence in Him who created the world out of nothing, 
or doubt the Wisdom of Him who so perfectly ordained all things for 
their end, or distrust the Goodness which so bountifully provides for 
all His creatures, or the Providence which rules and governs all things? 
In contemplating God thus in the world about us, we cannot fail to 
break through the walls of heaven, to advance higher up, and not con- 
tent with what we see with our bodily senses, to contemplate Him in 
the spiritual world, in the angelic world, in His work of Redemption 
and of the sanctification of souls. We will study Him in the works 
of grace, which are more perfect and give us a deeper understanding of 
what is more glorious still in God, His Goodness and His Mercy. Then, 
finally, being set on fire with love of God, we will celebrate with 
abounding joy of heart and with ceaseless praises the glory of the 
Father, and of the Son begotten of Him and of the Holy Spirit, who 
lives for all ages. 





Days of Jop and Thanksgiving . 


HE month of May brings the patronal feasts of three of our 
Eucharistic Sanctuaries: that of our Motherhouse here at Clyde, 
Missouri, dedicated to the Holy Eucharist — feast of Corpus 

Christi, May 31; that of our convent at Mundelein, Illinois, dedicated 
to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament — feast May 13; and that of 
our new foundation in Kansas City, Missouri, dedicated to the Holy 
Spirit — feast of Pentecost, May 20. These will be days of special 
rejoicing and thanksgiving for our Congregation, and we hope théy 
will be so also for all our kind friends and benefactors who have 
assisted us in the erection and maintenance of these sanctuaries. May 
they be for you also days of special grace and blessing, and may we 
ask you to pray with us and for us, that God may be truly honored 
and glorified in all our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, and that 
from each and all of them His graces and blessings may radiate upon 
souls, drawing them ever closer to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, 
the Fountain of Life and Holiness. 


A friend writes: “I am thrilled to death to know that you can 
use my diamond to adorn your new monstrance. I am so very happy 
to have found a ‘home’ for my two rings just where I would want them 
most to be if ever I had made a wish. It will be so very precious to 
me to know that they will help to adorn the monstrance... and that I 
can share a little in preparing His future home.” — Yes, “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive,” especially when one gives to our dear 
Lord, who never lets Himself be outdone in generosity. 


- | gr 
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redi, sifted through the windows into a quiet and beautiful 
apartment. The most refined taste had combined with 
wealth in its adornment, so that wherever one’s gaze rested 
it met with evidences of the exalted nobility of soul of the 
one who dwelt in this cozy retreat. Still more, one could 
see at a glance that this was the home of a lady to whom 
nothing was dearer than the treasure of her Faith, and who sought 
in religion her hope and consolation in painful sufferings. 

Signorina Maria was lying on her bed, as always, during these 
beautiful summer days. Ever since a serious accident some months 
before had robbed her of the use of her limbs, she had lain there on 
her bed of pain. At first, friends of happier days had frequently found 
their way to the sick chamber and many a flower and book, many a 
gift of love, had broken the loneliness of the hours. But gradually 
the visitors had become more rare. Maria felt that her friends were 
beginning to forget her — the beautiful, lively and once so popular 
Signorina Torredi. Now and then a shadow flashed across her pensive 
countenance, and, as if to stay some gloomy thought, she would place 
her delicate hand on her high forehead. She felt sad, yes, almost 
rebellious at times, when for days no one came near her but good 
Father Fidelis and her faithful maid, Gina, who in untiring self-sacrifice 
waited on her mistress. But Maria did not want to be sad, for her 
young heart still cherished the hope of recovery. 

Thus the days lengthened into weeks and weeks into months, until 
one fatal day the last ray of hope died in her breast. Through the 
half-open door, left so inadvertently, she had heard the doctor’s whis- 
pered words of “hopeless, incurable,’”’ and she knew then that her lot 
was to be one of lifelong suffering and helplessness. 


Oh, how hard it was to reconcile herself to the pitiless truth! 
Would there be for her no longer any joy or sunshine? Would she 
have to bid farewell forever to all the pleasures of life? Ah, her 
misfortune was more than she could bear! Had it not been for the 
consolation of her religion, Maria might have yielded to despair. But 
at times even the thought of God’s fidelity, His power and goodness, 
His providence and promises, could bring her no consolation. Above 
the foot of her bed hung an alabaster image of the Crucified Savior, 
strong and mild in the agony of death, a masterpiece of Catholic art, 
which filled her with courage and strength during so many hours of 
suffering, but today in discouragement she turned her eyes away from 
the image of the Savior. Signorina Maria was hardly able any longer 
to suppress the bitter ‘““Why?” that kept forcing itself to her lips. Her 
fiery nature rose up against the thought that she must be,without 
liberty and the power of action, that she must lie there in a hopeless 
condition, perhaps for many years. 
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At last the excessive heat of the day vanished before the cool 
evening breeze wafted from the ocean, and the feverish heat of her 
rebellious spirit likewise abated after she had given vent to a flood of 
tears. The bell of the Angelus sounded from the little near-by church, 
reminding her again of Mary’s loving fiat to all that God willed. 
Through the half-opened window could be heard the shoyts of children 
romping on the grassy plots and the cheery greetings of passersby, 
who now thronged the square that had been deserted during the intense 
heat of the day. Suddenly her own doorbell rang. Signorina Maria 
listened intently, wondering who the belated caller might be. Gina 
seemed to receive the visitor with joy, and then there came a gentle 
knock at the door of the sickroom. Maria answered with a tired, 
“Enter!’”’ But when she beheld Father Fidelis with his kindly smile 
standing on the threshhold, her face lit up with a ray of joy. He was 
the best of all the friends who still remembered her, and his words 
of enlightenment and consolation always soothed her soul. 

He sat down by the side of Maria’s bed, and looked questioningly 
at her, as if unable to find words to inquire about her condition. 
Finally, full of sympathy, he said: ‘You have been weeping, Signorina 
Maria?” 

“Oh, Father Fidelis, I shall never be well again. I am incurable,”’ 
she answered with suppressed sobs. 

“Then it is true! My poor child!’’ exclaimed the priest, with a 
gentleness all his own. For a long time afterwards he sat at the bed- 
side, compassionating the poor sufferer, consoling and encouraging her, 
but all his words seemed in vain. Hot tears coursed down Maria’s 
cheeks, and with impetuous and bitter complaints she expressed her 
rebellious feelings against her ‘great misfortune’’ as she called it. 


At length Father Fidelis arose and walked over to the open 
window. Outside lay the peaceful countryside, and the evening breeze 
rustling in the wild laurel near the entrance filled the air with the 
sweet perfume of its fragrant blossoms. The cheerful hum of the 
crickets seemed to play an accompaniment to the sweet calls of the 
nightingales. All was peace and joyful repose in nature without, but 
within, so near, a heart was wrestling between the claims of God and 
the power of refusing Him His rights. Pleadingly the priest looked 
towards the little church, which could be seen through the branches 
of the trees. “‘O God, give me but one thought to console her! O 
Jesus, Thou kind, omnipotent Father of the afflicted and suffering, 
comfort her!” Suddenly a light gleamed in his eyes. Slowly he 
turned and with holy earnestness, yet joyfully, he said to the sick 
lady: “Signorina Maria, I know of One who lies where He is placed, 
without moving, without ill-will, without complaint, without resistance, 
and He does so because He chooses it from LOVE. He wants to take 
you too into His service. Maria, He is over there!” and Father Fidelis 
pointed to the church. 

Like a flash of lightning the simple words struck Maria’s soul. 
Strange that she had not thought of it before. She had only to imitate 
her Savior in His Eucharistic confinement; love for love, a service of 
resignation should be her return to the Divine Lover of souls! 
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Imparting to her a blessing, Father Fidelis soon left Maria alone 
to reflect on this new and overpowering thought. With burning eyes 
turned towards the church, Maria lay upon her bed pondering on the 
solitude and love of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist until a late hour, when 
Gina admonished her to go to sleep. Then Signorina Maria folded her 
hands, and with a silent prayer for strength and fidelity to bear her 
captivity with the Captive in the Holy Sacrament, and to suffer in union 
with and for the glory of her Eucharistic King, she closed her eyes. 


Father Fidelis, on leaving Maria, directed his steps straight towards 
the church, and for a long time he knelt before the Tabernacle. In 
the dim light of the sanctuary lamp he prayed earnestly, and with 
fervent petitions to the Hidden God begged the grace of a great 
generosity for Maria in her suffering for love of Him. Before he rose 
to leave, it seemed to him that the Divine answer echoed in his heart, 
giving the assurance that his petition would be granted. 


Slowly the days glided by, days of warm sunshine and beautiful 
flowers, days of darkness and gloom. For four long years now, Maria had 
patiently borne her cross, though at times she had to struggle against 
the newly-awakened resistance on the part of poor craving human 
nature. Often her restless heart had yearned for the pleasures that had 
once beckoned to her so promisingly. Often she had longed to gaze once 
more on the measureless surface of the sea, which she had loved so 
much. Often she had wished she might take up again her study of art 
and music, which had at one time enraptured her soul. But her noble 
soul had wrestled bravely against these human cravings. Daily yes, 
hourly, sacrifice and self-denial were her portion. No one knew of 
these storms in her heart but the kind and understanding Father 
Fidelis. Again and again he pointed towards the little church where 
dwelt the silent Prisoner in the Tabernacle. And again and again 
Maria whispered her brave: “I will! I will be faithful in Thy service, 
O King of Love!” 

But there were also days of heavenly joy which broke the mono- 
tony for Maria, and brought unfathomable blessings and strength. 
They were the days when the King visited His handmaid. On these 
days Gina did her utmost to adorn the home and to transform the 
sickroom into a little sanctuary. On these Communion days, the 
pale and beautiful countenance of Signorina Maria wore a look of 
holy peace and, silent magnanimity of soul. 

At Villa Torredi, too, many other poor hearts had found help 
and relief. Maria had never been miserly with the poor, but now even 
more abundantly than formerly did the gifts of mercy pass through 
Gina’s willing hands. The poor knew it, and they did not hesitate to 
have recourse to their beloved Signorina Maria. 

Already it was three years since Father Fidelis too had come as 
a beggar for alms, and none was more welcome than he when he came 
each month for his regular offering. It was for Francis, the son of 
the village school master, who was completing his studies in a distant 
seminary. Misfortune and hard times had made it impossible for the 
old professor to finance his studies and it had seemed that nothing 
was to be done but to call home this most. worthy and talented youth. 
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But Father Fidelis had thought otherwise, and when he mentioned the 
case to Maria, she at once offered generous assistance. Now the pious 
young man stood at the threshold of the priesthood. Many times during 
her struggles and paia, Maria had thought of this young theologian 
whose lot had become a part of her own. All her hopes and longings 
now rested in him. 

At last came the glad day when Father Fidelis announced to 
Maria that in a few weeks “Father Francis,’ as she called him, would 
come to say his first Holy Mass in the little village church. What joy 
filled her soul! Soon the whole village was in busy preparation for 
the celebration. Banners, festoons and garlands of flowers were hung 
up to welcome the new priest, and the little church was especially 
‘adorned for the sacred scene which was to take place there. The day 
at length dawned, which+was to bring Father Francis to his home. 
As he alighted frém-tietrain he was welcomed with enthusiasm by 
the simple, devoted townspeople. How proud they felt of this young 
priest, whose eyes glowed with holy fervor! How their hearts thrilled 
with emotion as they) knélt to receive for the first time his blessing. 
But who could express the joy that surged through Maria’s soul when 
in the evening Father Francis stood at her bedside, or who could 
guess what were their emotions as they conversed there in the twilight. 

Early the next morning the little church bell announced the feast 
of Our Lady which was to witness the celebration of Father Francis’ 
first Holy Mass. Signorina Maria was still fastened to her bed of pain. 
She had hoped to assist on a cot in the gallery — for only this one 
time! But her pains had become more violent than ever and robbed. 
her of the joyful prospects for which she had so longed. But she 
had learned to say “fiat” in whatever the will of God asked of her, 
and in quiet resignation she offered the sacrifice for the sanctification 
of the young priest and for God’s blessing on his labors. 

In the midst of all the events and joys of this day, Father Francis 
could not for a minute forget his kind benefactress. Just before his 
Mass, he had knelt at the foot of the altar, and solemnly promised un- 
swerving fidelity to his Eucharistic King for Maria’s sake. When he 
offered the host, Maria’s sufferings and her works of charity were also 
in spirit placed upon the paten. When for the first time, he held the 
Divine Victim of Love in his hands, he begged for peace, the perfect 
peace of resignation, and joy of spirit for the invalid. 

Maria, too, offered the sacrifice of herself in union with the 
Divine Victim and the young celebrant, and she made it entirely and 
courageously. She heard the bell which announced the Elevation and 
reverently bowed her head in loving adoration as in spirit she beheld 
the Sacred Host in the uplifted hands of the young priest. In her soul 
she felt a new strength to continue her life of service for the Eucharistic 
King, her service of suffering, and she knew it would no longer be 
difficult, for she had completely surrendered her desires to her Eu- 
chari$tic Lord. Later, when Father Francis described his great happi- 
ness, her soul seemed to overflow with purest joy as she whispered: 
“‘We are co-offerers of the Sacrifice,” and Father Francis understood. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE X — The Forgiveness of Sins 
Continued 


—&:<4— 
The Virtue of Penance 


UT the true penitent is not content with merely performing the slight 
penance imposed on him in the confessional. His gratitude to God 
is such that he wishes to prove, not by words only, but by the far 

more telling language of deeds, how really sorry he is for having of- 
fended his Lord and Creator. He strives, therefore, by voluntary morti- 
fications and penitential works to make satisfaction to Divine Justice 
for the injuries and affronts offered to God by his sins. 

It was by the preaching of penance and of the necessity of bringing 
forth worthy fruits of penance that St. John the Baptist prepared the 
people for the coming of Christ; and Our Lord Himself opened His 
public mission with the same theme, giving a sublime example by His 
forty days’ fast in the desert. (Matt. iv.) Thus did Christ teach us the 
necessity of the virtue of penance for the destruction of sin and its evil 
effects. The sacrament finds its complement and completion in the 
virtue. The virtue of penance, which consists essentially in compunc- 
tion of heart and a persistent endeavor to atone for past sins and to 
conform one’s life to God’s commandments, should abide permanently 
in the heart of the sinner, and move him to mortify his passions and 
senses, to curb his sinful inclinations, to endure trials and suffgrings 
patiently, and to perform works of self-denial in order to satisfy for 
his sins. This is properly doing penance for sins; this is what Divine 
Justice expects, and what the Church of God calls for from penitent 
sinners. For, even after our sins have been forgiven, there remain in 
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us the so-called ‘“‘remnants” of sin —- evil roots which are ever ready 
to spring up and bring forth evil fruits. Neither baptism nor penance 
take away altogether the evil inclinations that reside in our souls. A 
man who is a drunkard will not lose his taste for alcohol by a sincere 
confession, nor will any other bad habit be overcome at once, except 
by a miracle. They must be overcome by constant striving, must be 
gradually weakened and diminished by the practice of virtue. An 
efficacious means for tearing up these evil roots and remoying the scars 
of sin that so disfigure the soul in God’s sight is the virtue of penance. 
Realizing this, the sincere penitent strives ever to cultivate this virtue 
in his soul, and to make it fruitful by performing penitential acts. 
Though he hopes that his sins have been blotted out by a merciful God, 
he cherishes in his soul a spirit of compunction, for he knows that a 
contrite and humble heart is most pleasing in the sight of God. As he 
rose up against God by his sins, so by his acts of penance he rises up 
against himself, and avenges upon himself the offenses he has committed 
against God. is 

The satisfaction required in the sacrament of penance involves also 
the repairing of any injury a sinner may have done to another, either 
in his person, his property or his good name, so far as lies in his power. 
If he cannot do so directly without exposing or degrading himself, he 
may make restitution through another if that is possible. Oftentimes 
the confessor himself assumes the role of mediary. 


Purpose of Amendment 


In order that a sinner may effectually turn from his evil ways and 
return to God, he must make a firm and definite resolution to reform 
his life. Without such a resolution his contrition cannot be sincere 
nor his hope of amendment secure. This resolution must include the 
firm determination to avoid at least all grievous sins, particularly those 
to which he is most addicted, and to shun as far as possible all persons, 
places and things which have been for him an occasion of sin or are 
fairly certain to lead him into sin. Unless he does this, he cannot hope 
to be victorious over his passions,and will very likely be led to commit 
the same sins over and over again. ‘‘He who loveth danger shall 
perish in it,” says Holy Scripture (Ecclus. iii. 27). 

A person may indeed have grave misgivings as to his strength of 
will to persevere in his good resolution. Perhaps his past experience 
gives him ample grounds for such misgivings. But, while he is afraid 
of his own weakness, he places his trust in the grace of God, which 
he knows will support his good will and help him to gain the victory. 
He realizes that he may fall, even though he sincerely means and 
resolves not to do so. This fear of the difficulties and struggles to be 
met with is often enlarged by a person’s own imagination, and we may 
be certain that the evil spirit also makes liberal use of it to frighten 
penitents out of making a purpose of amendment. 

How often has not the fear expressed by the holy women when 
approaching the sepulchre, ‘‘Who shall roll us back the stone?’’ been 
verified in the case of penitent sinners? Let them have but a little 
more courage, a blinder confidence in Our Lord’s goodness and mighty 
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help, and they will find, on coming up to the difficulty which they 
feared would separate them from the love of Christ, that Divine pity 
has preceded them and rolled back the stone of their doubts, by provi- 
dential arrangement or by exceptional graces, either removing the in- 
clination to sin when the occasion is presented, or taking away the 
occasion when the inclination is there, as St. Augustine remarks. 

A person subject to dizziness knows by common sense that he must 
keep away from the edge of a precipice. In guarding against an acci- 
dent, he realizes that his attention must be directed, not so much to 
avoid falling over the cliff as not to approach too near its edge. The 
same holds true with regard to occasions of sin. And as in the case 
of the moth singed by the candle flame, the soul that will not restrain 
itself from hovering around seductive occasions has no guarantee that 
it will not be singed and drawn in. 

There are, however, circumstances in which people cannot escape 
such surroundings as may be an occasion of sin for them, without grave 
inconvenience and loss, for example in their occupations, professions, 
etc. Thousands of people find themselves engaged all day in factories, 
shops, offices and the like, where the moral atmosphere is often of the 
lowest and vilest. Some persons may to a certain degree become ac- 
customed to the danger so that it ceases to a great extent to impress 
them, but for others the danger may continue to be real and vivid. 
In the case of the latter, if they cannot, without great loss or in- 
convenience, forsake such employment, they must reduce the danger 
by using spiritual means of grace and common-sense precautions, such 
as prayer, frequenting the sacraments, assisting at Holy Mass as often 
as possible, reading good books, etc. By these means they must fortify 
themselves against the danger, since they cannot, humanly speaking, 
leave it. 

Generally it is not circumstances themselves that cause sin, so 
much as a lack of sufficient prudence and courage in conducting oneself 
so as to keep danger at arm’s length; or the evil may come from 
neglecting religious duties, such as assisting at Mass on Sundays and 
holy days, fulfilling one’s Easter duty, etc. Just as in the physical 
order a person who neglects to safeguard his health properly easily 
falls a prey to disease, so in the spiritual order a person who does not 


safeguard himself against danger and temptation easily falls into sin. 
To be continued 


BEADS Because of the critical shortage of rosaries in our armed 
WANTED forces, BEADS of any kind that may be used to make 
rosaries, such as broken necklaces, wooden beaded bags, 
broken rosaries, etc., are“ earnestly solicited; also discarded medals, 
crucifixes, prayer books, holy pictures, etc. These articles will be ren- 
ovated, new rosaries made from the beads, and forwarded to army 
chaplains to be distributed among the men and women in service. Dis- 
carded spectacle frames are also acceptable. Kindly send beads and 
other articles to: — 


Mrs. M. Veronica McGrath, 711 Barry St-, St. Louis 4, Missouri 
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Ambassadors and Spouses of Christ 
aH 


ANY peuple have a mistaken idea of what a vocation is. 
They seem to think that an angel has to come from 
heaven to give one a special invitation. This is by no 
means true. A vocation is simply a call from God to a 
special work, manifested usually by a persun’s natural 
aptitudes and inclinations. If inclinations and disposi- 
tions are absent, we may conclude that God does not 

call; if they exist, we may infer that He does, and the more securely 

in proportion to the strength of such inclinations and dispositions. Since 

Our Lord came to save all mankind and has entrusted this-work to the 

Church, it necessarily follows that there must be tens of thousands of 

men and women who are destined to carry on the great work of salva- 

tion. 





A vocation to the priesthood or religious life is, after baptism, 
the greatest grace and the clearest mark of God’s special love and pre- 
dilection that can be bestowed upon a soul. Happy the soul to whom 
the Holy Ghost vouchsafes such a call! To be singled out among all the 
world; to live one’s life directly and entirely in the service of our 
Divine Lord; to work with Him and for Him, to accomplish the pur- 
pose for which He came into the world —the salvation of souls, — 
how glorious is such a vocation! 

Yet, sublime and noble as is such a calling, it must be acknowl- 
edged with regret that at the present time religious vocations are not 
so numerous as in former years. This apparent lack of vocations, 
however, cannot be due to a failure on the part of Our Lord to give a 
Divine invitation to souls to embrace the religious life, for just at the 
present time the need for Priests, Brothers and Sisters is most urgent. 
The fields everywhere are white for the harvest. But the laborers, 
alas, are too few! ‘ 

How disheartening it is to lovers of God to behold the gradual 
defection of entire districts left without priests to minister to them, and 
to see the souls who year by year fall away from the Church because 
they do not receive the proper guidance and instruction, or have not 
the facilities for attending Mass and receiving the Sacraments. How it 
is to be regretted that parochial schools are hindered from reaching out 
to the young who are so much in need of help, because of a shortage of. 
teachers. What a pity that hospitals, now more than ever over-crowded, 
lack religious for their nursing staffs and must turn away many who 
need care. Mission activities, too, both at home and in foreign countries, 
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suffer from the dearth of help which curtails their labors, while at the 
same time increased demands are being made upon the Priests, Brothers 
and Sisters now laboring in war-ravaged countries because of the killing 
of many devoted missionary workers and the destruction of churches 
and mission property. Contemplative Orders, so unceasingly active 
in their work for the salvation of souls and the glory of God through 
prayer and sacrifice, require candidates to carry on their great and 
noble work. If there is work to be done, work of a religious nature, 
Almighty God assuredly gives the vocation to do it. The trouble then is 
not in reality a lack of vocations, but a failure to heed the call of the 
Master, a stifling of vocations, and that by various means and for 
various reasons. 

In some cases the noise and tumult of the world drowns out the 
insistent whisper, “Come, follow Me!” Others hear the Divine invita- 
tion, but the things of the world have too strong a grasp on their hearts. 
Some resist and disregard the call. Others think they are not holy 
enough — failing to understand that religious are not perfect, but striv- 
ing for perfection. 

Ultimately, however, the dearth of vocations can be traced to a 
great extent to the worldly home that is taking the place of the true 
Catholic home. Vocations to the priesthood and religious life spring 
from the deep and simple sanctity of good homes. They are not to be 
expected anywhere else. Part of the responsibility, and a very serious 
part, for the fewness of vocations, falls back on parents. It is the duty 
of parents to keep their homes such that if there be an inclination 
towards the religious life amongst their children, no scandal or sin 
may be the means of killing it. But the old Catholic ideals of obedi- 
ence, humility, sacrifice, giving up all to serve God and one’s neighbor, 
are dead in many supposedly Catholic homes. In those homes, parents 
train their children instead to love the world and to seek social, finan- 
cial or intellectual professions. And, sad to say, very many Catholic 
parents rigidly oppose the following of a religious vocation in their chil- 
dren. The “pious” child is discouraged in his habits of piety, lest they 
lead to a higher life. Many parents take the stand that the “religious 
life is all very well and necessary, but MY child is destined for other 
things.” Did they but know of what treasures they deprive themselves 
and others, to say nothing of the grievous responsibility they thus as- 
sume before God, to whom they will one day have to render a strict 
account for thwarting His plans. 

Experience proves that the boy or girl diverted from the higher 
life will not readily find happiness or success in another calling. More- 
over, such action deprives the child of special graces that he needs to 
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save his soul, and perhaps many other souls are also lost, which that 
boy or girl, as a priest or nun, might have saved for God! St. Alphon- 
sus Liguori tells us: “A religious will save by his prayers, labors 
and mortifications more souls in a year than in his whole life outside 
of religion; and as to his own personal merit, he will gain more in 
one year by practicing obedience than in ten years by living in the 
world according to his own will.” 

All Catholic parents ought to regard it as the chief, the greatest 
happiness of their life to see one or more of their children consecrated 
to the service of God. As a young mother bends in love over her first- 
born son, what does she vision for him? Great things, surely! But 
what greater career could she ask for that baby boy lying so peacefully 
in his crib than that one day he should be one of Christ’s anointed — a 
priest, with power in his weak voice to make present upon the altar the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ and every morning to hold in his frail 
hands the Omnipotent God Himself? Or what mother could be so 
near-sighted and earth-blinded as to fear to see her daughter’s face 
shielded by the sedate veil of a virgin-Bride of Christ? When a boy 
becomes a priest or a girl enters the convent, a great honor is done 
to the family, for its son is made the Ambassador of Christ, and its 
daughter His Spouse. And what must be the reward awaiting the 
father and mother of the priest or nun! 

In the matter of religious vocations, the query naturally arises: 
How can I know whether God is really calling me to the priesthood 
or the religious life? The chief signs of a religious vocation are the 
following: 

First, an interior calling. This calling is something supernatural 
and is given by God only to those whom He would have for Himself. 
For some it is so unmistakably clear that the generous soul cannot 
refuse to answer it. For others, the call is indistinct and vague, so 
that they are inclined to hesitate and wait for a more direct call, but it 
is dangerous to depend on this. 

Second, the aptitude of the individual, his bodily and mental fitness. 
Bodily health is necessary to fulfil the taxing duties of the common life. 
Mental fitness includes docility- of spirit or a willingness to allow 
oneself to be trained and educated in the spirit and practices of the 
religious life, and a spirit of renunciation inclining the individual to 
willingly and readily forego the pleasures and joys of life in order to 
generously follow the Crucified Master. Affability or congeniality of 
character, which fits the person to live and work in a religious com- 
munity in constant association with others; true piety and a sincere, 
deep, generous love of God, are the general characteristics that fit the 
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soul for the religious life. The amount of education required varies 
in the different Orders, according to the nature of the work carried on 
by the institute, but a person who has little education need not fear 
being an unsuitable subject for the religious life because in every 
religious house there are many manual occupations to be performed. 

Third, one must be prompted by a good and noble intention, the 
desire to love and serve God better, to make every effort to become more 
Christlike and to live in closer union with Him, the desire to sacrifice 
oneself for the love of God, the good of one’s neighbor and the salvation 
of immortal souls. 

Finally, one ought to have the approval of a competent spiritual 
director. 

Entering upon the religious life requires reflection to determine 
one’s inclinations and aptitudes, and to convince oneself of a reasonable 
assurance of perseverance. It also requires earnest prayer to learn if 
God has given this wonderful grace. If a soul feels convinced that He 
has, then it must generously make the sacrifice of leaving “father and 
mother and all things” (Matt. xix. 29, 30) to follow Him. When God 
gives the grace of a vocation, He also gives with it the courage and 
strength to make every necessary sacrifice. Indeed, the sacrifices which 
at first thought loom so great, usually become easy and even sweet with 
God’s help. 

In deciding upon a vocation to the religious life, the individual is 
usually influenced by a special inclination he feels for the life and 
work of a particular Order or Congregation whether it be in the Active 
or the Contemplative field, each of which has its particular mission to 
fulfil, and both of which lead to tle same end, the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls. The value of the active apostolate in the fields of 
teaching, nursing, mission work, social service and the like, is usually 
quite clearly realized by people living in the world. But the purpose of 
the contemplative, because its work is largely hidden, is more difficult for 
them to understand. Many are inclined to see only the side which they 
consider selfishness. But let us recall that all apostolic labor is de- 
pendent upon the grace of God. Grace, however, must be implored; 
and Divine grace is necessary not only for the exterior success, but even 
more so for the interior fruitfulness of any apostolic labor, be it the 
care of souls or works of charity. Both demand a constant, holy de- 
votedness and a spirit of sacrifice. As those “fighting at the front” — 
those in the active apostolate — usually have less time for personal 
prayer, there must be others supporting them by their life of prayer, 
day and night, imploring God to shed His grace upon these laborers in 
His vineyard. This is the obligation of the Contemplative Orders. This 
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is their Apostolate, at once universal and most effectual, for, while ex- 
ternal apostolic activity must of necessity be localized, there are no 
limits and no obstacles for the apostolate of prayer and sacrifice. More 
far-reaching than time and space, it penetrates and attains it end, even 
where the external apostolate cannot be carried or is rejected. 

Finally, it may be said in all truth that if the people at large rea- 
lized how much true peace and joy there is to be found in a life dedi- 
cated to God’s service, our seminaries, monasteries and convents would 
be over-crowded and there would be no lack of laborers to carry on the 
gigantic works of the Church for the salvation of souls and the service 
of humanity. 

May many fervent young souls, then, heed the invitation of Christ, 
“Come, follow Me,” and dedicate generously to His service the talents 
which He has given them. And He on His part will fulfil that glorious. 
promise which He made to His Apostles, that “Everyone who has left 
house, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for My Name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and possess 
life everlasting” (Matt. xix. 29). 

Orders of Perpetual Adoration, such as our own Congregation, dedi- 
cate their lives to the glorification of the Most Blessed Sacrament (or 
to the adoration of the Precious Blood) in order to offer to the most 
Sacred Humanity of Jesus and to the Holy Triune God the homage 
of unceasing adoration, praise, thanksgiving and reparation. It is pri- 
marily reparation they wish to offer for the manifold insults, sacrileges 
and profanations inflicted upon our Blessed Savior in this Sacrament 
of Love, by the complete surrender of themselves to the service of 
Perpetual Adoration, thus requiting in as far as they are able the love 
of their Divine Savior, consoling Him for the indifference and coldness 
of those who spurn His love, adoring Him day and night for the neg- 
lect of mankind, offering themselves for the salvation of souls and 
pleading that the fruit of Christ’s merits may be felt wherever souls 
are to be saved, temptations overcome, innocence guarded, family life 
sanctified, death to be met, final perseverance to be secured, the fallen 
raised, the sad comforted and souls in purgatory to be delivered. How 
eminently useful is such a life, wholly dedicated to the supreme and 
final goal of mankind! 


Young*ladies of good Catholic families who feel inclined to con- 
secrate their lives to God in this sublime service, are invited to write 
for further particulars. An explanatory booklet, “The Eucharistic 
Adorer,” will gladly be sent free upon request. Kindly address inquiries 
to: Reverend Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General, 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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\ AY is the month of our Heavenly Mother. It is a 
month of blessings and graces which this dear Mother 
of ours sends us because we honor her with greater 
devotion than usual. This month is like one long 
feastday in honor of the Mother of God. How 
happy it should make us to spend this feast of 
thirty-one days praising our Blessed Mother by our 
hymns, our prayers, our sacrifices in her honor, our visits to her altar, 
and by trying to imitate her virtues. Yet, since our Little Lovers are 
especially devoted to the praise and glory of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, it is by devotion to the Virgin Mary as Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament that you can best honor this sweet Mother of Jesus. Another 
reason why you should so honor her is because under this title she 
is your special patroness, and it is during this lovely month of May 
that her feast falls. We are sure that every Little Lover knows the 
date, May 13, and is planning to receive Holy Communion in her 
honor on that day. But during the whole month you should also imitate 
Mary in her love for the Holy Eucharist. 

Let us for a few minutes think of the meaning of this beautiful 
title of our Blessed Mother: Our Lapy or THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. 
Jesus is the Son of Mary. In the Most Blessed Sacrament dwells the 
same Jesus who was born to Mary in Bethlehem. So it is fitting that 
we give this title to Our Lady, because she is the Mother of Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

After Jesus ascended into heaven, His Blessed Mother's whole 
life was lived in union with Him in the Blessed Sacrament. Each day 
she received Him in Holy Communion. How fervently she must have 
adored Him, praised Him and thanked Him when He came to dwell 
in her heart! During the day how many acts of love, how many acts 
of humility and of obedience, how many little sacrifices, did she offer 
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to Jesus in the Holy Eucharist! How often she made a long visit to 
the Blessed Sacrament and how fervently she prayed to Jesus that 
souls would learn to know and love Him there! Now she is eager 
to teach you, too, how to honor Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and 
to receive Him in Holy Communion. When you prepare to receive 
Holy Communion, be sure to ask this dear Heavenly Mother to help 
you. Ask her to fill your heart with the love for Jesus with which 
her own is filled. Imagine you are kneeling beside her, Ask her to 
give you her ardent faith. Beg her to make you pure like her, to 
make you humble like her, to teach you her perfect obedience. Then 
by trying to be like our Blessed Mother in the practice of these 
beautiful virtues, you become worthy to bear the name of “Little 
Lovers of the Blessed Sacrament.” 

There is another beautiful feast which comes during May, the 
feast of Pentecost, which reminds us of the Holy Ghost descending 
upon the Apostles and giving them courage and strength to go into 
every part of the world to preach the Gospel and to teach souls to 
know and love Jesus. This feast of the Holy Ghost is kept on May 20. 
The Holy Ghost is called the “Spirit of Love.” It is through the Holy 
Ghost and by His gifts that we can really love God as we ought. When 
we celebrate His feast He increases His gifts within us, but He wants. 
us to ask Him for them. 

The Holy Spirit comes into our hearts in a very special manner 
when we receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, as you have learned 
from your catechism. He comes to teach us how to give God the perfect 
honor and praise we ought to give Him. The Holy Ghost gives us 
the gift of Piety to help us to do this. The gift of Piety makes us very 
dear to the Heart of Jesus. Boys and girls who value this beautiful 
gift will not fail to say their prayers faithfully every day, to go daily 
to Mass if possible, and to receive the sacraments very often. They 
will also delight in praying the Rosary and in making visits to Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

The gift of Piety shows itself too in helpful kindness to others, 
in a readiness to serve them, and in many little sacrifices made for the 
love of God. It makes us remember the souls in purgatory and pray 
for them. It reminds us of the sick and causes us to show them kind- 
ness and to pray for them. It makes us love the holy angels and 
honor the saints. Dear Little Lovers, pray daily for the gift of Piety. 
Ask it especially of the Holy Spirit, whose gift it is. Ask it also of 
our Blessed Mother, whom we salute in the Hail Holy Queen as, “O 
clement, O pious, O sweet Virgin Mary!” 

One Chrietmas a mother took her little daughter, scarcely three 
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years old, to see the crib. As she knelt there with the little one in her 
arms, the child whispered in a soft little voice: “Dear Baby God, baby 
loves You. Make baby a good girl.” When the mother got up to leave, 
the little girl threw a kiss to the Infant Jesus in the crib. It was the 
Holy Ghost Himself who taught this tiny girl to make an act of love 
and say that little prayer, which must have been so sweet in the ear of 
the Infant Jesus. The Holy Ghost, through the prayers of the Mother of 
Jesus, will also teach you to love Him in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Practice: During May there are many beautiful flowers you can 
offer to Our Lady. But it would please her still more if you would 
make a spiritual May Basket in her honor. It will be quite easy to do 
this, for each time you receive Holy Communion you will have a lily 
to put into your basket in honor of the Blessed Mother. You can add 
tulip’ by assisting at Holy Mass, and forget-me-nots by visiting the 
Blessed Sacrament, Visits to the Blessed Virgin’s altar will be pansies. 
Roses can be gathered for each Hail Mary of the Rosary, and violets 
by saying aspirations. Cut out a basket from cardboard, and cut out 
flowers from a seed catalog to paste on the basket. Print the names of 
the different flowers and mark how many of each you gather during the 
month. At the end of the month offer up your beautiful basket of 
spiritual flowers to Our Lady. 

Aspiration. Our Lady of the Most Blessed’Sacrament, pray for us! 


Your Mother’s Day Gift 
ace 


As an expression of love and 
gratitude to your mother on 
Mother’s Day, burn a candle 
for her before the Eucharistic 
throne of Jesus in honor of His 
most holy Mother! If your 
mother is still living, through- 
out the whole day its tongue of 
flame will offer your petitions 
for graces and temporal bless- 
ings for her, and if she has 
passed into eternity it will implore God’s mercy and eternal rest for 
her soul! 

For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any one of our Eucharistic 
sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Contents — May, 1945 
The Mother of Beautiful Love — “I Go to the Father’ —- Come, 
Holy Spirit! — Novena for Pentecost —- The Feast of the Most Holy 
Trinity — In the Service of the King — Know and Explain Your Catho- 
lic Faith — Ambassadors and Spouses of Christ — Little Lovers’ 
League. , , x 
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The flowers that bloom in garden and meadow, filling the air with fra- 
grance and delighting the eyes with their gorgeous colors and delicate beauty, 
are one of the chief charms of May. But Mary, the “Mystic Rose” and 
“Immaculate Lily,” to whom Catholic devotion dedicates May, is May’s 
“Flower of flowers.” She is the Queen of May, whose immaculate hand dis- 
tributes to all who ask her favor the precious gifts-and graces purchased for 
mankind by the Precious Blood of her Son. 


Blessed Virgin Library 





Mary, Mother of God 
The mysteries of the incarnation and 
Divine Maternity. Mary's Seven Joys 
on earth and in heaven. 10¢ 


Devotion to Mary 
Fruitfulness of devotion to Mary and 
special practices. Mary's Immaculate 
Conception. 10¢ 


Under Mary’s Mantle 

Mary's protection in childhood, in the 
trials of life, in death and in purgatory. 
Consecration of children to Mary. Prayers. 
10¢ 

The Mysteries of Mary 

Reflections, prayers and practices for 

Mary's fifteen principal feasts. 10¢ 


Mary, Our Mother 
Mary depicted as our Mother, Media- 
trix and Consoler in every need; the 
glory of her name. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union 
with Mary 
Beautiful prayers in preparation and 


thanksgiving for Holy Communion. Com- 
munion Mass and novena. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure 
The excellence, power and beauty of the 
Rosary. Reflections on its mysteries.“ 10¢ 


To Jesus through Mary 


De Montfort's “secret of grace,” ex- 
plaining in what true devotion consists. 10¢ 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows — Reflections on each of Mary's Dolors, with 
illustrations. Mass devotion, novena and other prayers. 10¢ , 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows — Fruits of devotion to the Sor- 
rowful Mother, especially in the Passion and Death of Jesus. Beautiful prayers. 10¢ 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — Mary's plen 
for devotion to the Holy Rosary and the Five First. Saturdays in honor of her 
Immaculate Heart, and her promise regarding peace. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin — A complete series of novenas and triduums drawn from the Liturgy for 


all of Mary's feasts, explanation of perfect consecration to Mary, Act of Con- 
secration and beautiful indulgenced prayers. 128 pages. 15¢ 


Complete Set, 12 Booklets, — SPECIAL PRICE, $1.00 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





HRIST is the Exemplar of Chris- 
tian life. It is in the mysteries 
of His life, commemorated by 

the Church feasts, that are found the 
virtues which are vital and indispensa- 
ble in the formation of true Christian 
piety. It is in these mysteries that a 
tender and personal love for Our Lord 
is nourished. It is from these mysteries 
that graces are drawn for the trans- 
formation of souls. 


from the 


Liturgy 


for the Feasts 


of Our Cord 


To assist the faithful to a fervent 

celebration of these mysteries and enable 

pean aes 7 them to draw from them their” Divine 

“Ep Bs ef fruits, we offer two special booklets of 

e Liturgical prayers and sacred Scripture 

texts’ for the cycle of Church feasts. Part I is devoted to the feasts 
celebrated from Advent to Pentecost. 


Part II, which is now ready, is devoted to the remainder of 
the Church year, from Pentecost to Advent. It comprises the Litur- 


gical feasts of: Pentecost, Most Holy Trinity, Corpus Christi, Sacred 


Heart, Precious Blood, Transfiguration, Exaltation of the Cross, Christ 
the King, and All Saints. Send now for this booklet, 


GEMS from the LITURGY for the FEASTS of OUR LORD 


96 pages. 15¢ each; 20% reduction on 25 and over. Postage extra. 











You will likewise want this month the booklets, 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost 


Devotion to the Holy Spirit is of 
great importance in the spiritual life. 
Every Catholic professes faith in the 
Holy Spirit, but how few try to learn 
something about Him, to understand 
better His work in souls, and the 
need each soul has of Him. This 
attractive 64-page booklet will give 
you a clearer knowledge of Him and 
of His work, and help you foster 
devotion to Him. (Feast, May 20.) 
Many prayers. 10¢ each. 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 


Since upon the Mystery of the 
Blessed Trinity rests the entire struc- 
ture of Catholic belief and practice, 
and since the whole purpose of our 
existence is to know and love the 
Triune God here on earth, so we may 
share His infinite happiness in heaven, 
you will find this booklet profitable 
in preparing for the feast, on May 27. 
Seventeen pages of beautiful prayers, 
including Litany and novena. 10¢ 
each. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











